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BAD WEATHER DAYS POLICY

We follow the decisions made by the North Little Rock School District regarding weather related school closings. 
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Welcome to Lakewood Methodist               Mother’s Day Out!
Lakewood MDO is a ministry of Lakewood United Methodist Church.  Welcome to Lakewood MDO.  We are happy to have your child and you in our program, and look forward to an excellent year. 

We want your child’s early learning years to be of the highest quality. 

We hold classes on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday for children ages six months through four years of age.  Our program operates on a school year basis, from August through May.
Many of our teachers are state-certified in education.  Other teachers bring a variety of life and work experience to the program.  All the teachers continue to strengthen their teaching skills by participating in at least 10 hours of continuing education each school year.  Not only are our teachers well-trained and gifted at working with children, many of them are also moms.  They understand your concerns, trials, and joys as a parent from a professional and personal standpoint.

We hope that this handbook will help you become familiar with our procedures and policies.  We ask that you please read it and keep it for reference throughout the year.  Please review the following information prior to the beginning of school.   We do require that you sign a statement saying that you have been informed and have been given written information stating of all of our school policies.  
If there are any questions feel free to contact our office (750-6199) at any time.

PURPOSE
Mother’s Day Out provides experiences through which each child learns at his/her own rate and develops emotionally, intellectually, physically and socially in a Christian atmosphere.  We want each child to develop a growing awareness of the world which God has created and of himself as a person of worth -- a child of God.  We also want each child to grow in respect of our country and world and to grow in Christian responsibility in using and caring for our environment.
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Each child is considered to be an INDIVIDUAL.  We do not expect all children to fit into one pattern.  Children, like adults, have different interests.  Along with directed experiences, there is self-selection time with teacher guidance when the children are involved in a variety of activities.  The children have opportunities to play and work alone and as part of a group.

MDO provides opportunities for creativity and experiences for developing thinking and reasoning skills--learning how to learn. One way we encourage a variety of interests is through our low pupil/teacher ratio.  This allows the children  greater opportunity to interact one-to-one with their teacher.  
Conferences may be requested at any time with either your child’s teachers or the director.  Communication between home and school is very important, and we want to help you address any problems (or joys!) as they happen.

Confidentially is very important to us.  We do want you to feel comfortable asking us for assistance and information. 
We are a ministry and we are here to help you and your family.   
Our ministers are also available to provide you with loving Christian support and counseling.  In times of crisis we can put you in contact with various organizations to meet your needs.
We do have an excellent parent resource library where you can find many answers to your parenting questions.   We can also refer you to some excellent on-line resources that you may also find helpful.
OUR FACILITIES

We are a fully licensed day-care facility and follow all state regulations pertaining to the welfare of children.  Our program and facility are inspected and approved on a yearly basis by the Arkansas Child Care Review Board and by the local fire department.

Safety: Your child’s safety and welfare are paramount.  We keep a file of who may and who may not pick up your child from school. 
Please don’t be offended if we ask to see identification before we allow a child to be taken from our facility.

Fire and weather drills are practiced monthly.  At least one teacher in each classroom is certified in CPR and infant CPR.  
PROGRAM
All classes meet from 9:15  to 2:15 on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays.  We do not offer a summer program. 
The proper age group is determined by the child's age on or before August 1.  
If your child’s birthday is in August please speak with the director regarding the age children start school in the Arkansas public school system.  
CURRICULUM
Following is a broad outline of our program’s curriculum with a brief description of the types of activities our children participate in:

Social Play and Socializing 
Children are encouraged to grow in independence and their ability to cooperate with others in a group through activities and games geared to the appropriate age level.

Motor Development
Indoor and outdoor activities help the children develop both their small and large muscles. A variety of manipulative toys, cutting activities, play dough, etc. are used to improve their small muscles and prepare for learning to write in the future.  Our playground and playroom equipment has been selected to provide a variety of activities to promote large muscle coordination.
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Creative and Dramatic Play

Through music, art, and dramatics, children discover their ability to create.  We encourage creativity in every aspect of the curriculum--from play in the family living and block centers to problem solving discussions with teachers and peers. 

Speech and Language Development

Among the most important skills a preschool child develops is the ability to communicate: both to express himself verbally and to understand what others are saying to him. Our low pupil-teacher ratio provides many opportunities for discussion throughout the day.  Nursery rhymes, books, and activities are also used to improve language skills and comprehension.

Concept Development
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This broad area refers to the vast amount of information children learn about the world around them.  Pre-reading skills are developed as children improve their visual and auditory abilities. 

Manipulative materials are used so that children can develop a firm understanding of mathematical concepts.  Through sand play, cooking, puppetry, stories, art, and games, the children explore our world and their place in it.

RELIGION

As part of the larger ministry of the church, we want to expose even the youngest children to God’s word. One way we do this by saying a simple grace before lunch each day.  Appropriate Bible stories are frequently read to the youngest children.  Chapel time is observed by the 3– and 4-year-old classes. Once a week, on Tuesday, the church ministers or a special guest shares a short Bible story and a short activity with these children.

MUSIC

Music is an important part of our program. Classroom teachers include music in every circle time, and soft lullabies play during nap time. The youngest children sing familiar songs. Older children work on traditional songs, seasonal songs, rhythm activities, and the beginning ideas of music theory.

SPANISH

We know that learning a second language is second nature when presented to children at a young age.  In our school Spanish is taught to the 2-, 3-, and 4-year-old classes once a week on Thursday. 

OTHER ENRICHMENT

We try to bring other enrichment to our children as often as possible. Each year we have a visit from the local firemen (complete with a truck!), other adults such as doctors, dentists, police officers, musicians and family members are invited to come share their experiences and interest with the kids. 

ARRIVAL and DEPARTURE

Arrival time is 9:15 a.m.  
Please do not bring your children before 9:15.
If you must arrive early, our playground is open and is a perfect place to pass the time. Teachers come to school at 9am and need this time to get materials together, and to prepare for the children's arrival and activities.  Check in and be sure your child is with a teacher before you leave.  
Try not to bring your child late.  This can be disruptive.  When babies see a parent enter the classroom they may become upset or anxious.  Sometimes this will remind them that their mommy or daddy isn’t there.  When children are late because they sleep in or take a morning nap, they may be restless during our scheduled naptime.  Routines are important to babies and all children at MDO are on a schedule.

Children must be “signed in” upon arrival.  
A sign in sheet will be available in each classroom.  
Pick-up time is 2:15 pm 

Children must be “signed out” when they are picked up.  
Please be prompt when picking up your child.  It sometimes upsets a child to be left at school after other children have gone home.  In addition, teachers often have other commitments and responsibilities such as picking up their children from school after school hours and must leave.

We do understand that some situations can not be avoided.  
We do want to be supportive of your family, especially in times of crisis.  
At these times when you can not make it to school by 2:15 pm your child will be taken to the MDO office at 2:20 pm and we will start trying to contact you.  
MDO does have a late pick-up fee of $1.00 per minute, which goes into effect at 2:20 pm.   After two late pick-up charges the fee will double to $2.00 per minute.

You will be billed for late charges on your next invoice.

Please notify us in writing of any permanent changes to the list of persons authorized to pick up your child.  It is a good idea to encourage anyone (other than you) who will be picking up your child to bring photo identification with them so we can ensure that unfamiliar persons are, in fact, authorized to pick up your child.  

When your child is to be picked up by some one other than yourself, please send a written notice to the school.  If you call us and we do not recognize your voice we may ask you to verify information from our registration records to be sure that it is you calling the office.  
WHAT WILL MY CHILD NEED?

Play Clothes
Please let your child wear play clothes for school.  “Dressy” clothes can sometimes interfere with our very active learning times.  Also, although we use washable paints, we cannot guarantee that all paint spots will wash out!  
Tennis shoes are the best choice for school shoes.  Sandals are discouraged because they are hard to play in.  
Backless sandals or flip-flops are not permitted. 
Heavy boots are not permitted.
Warm Clothes
Long pants, sweaters, coats, hats and mittens will be needed for outside play during the winter.  

Labeled Clothes
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Put your child's name on sweaters, coats, hats, mittens, and any other items s/he brings to school.  Please label backpacks – they all look alike!

Extra Clothes
Children will need a change of clothing (including socks and underwear) left at school.  You may want to put your child’s name on a Zip-loc bag to hold the clothing that can easily be stored in the classroom.

Diapers  

Send enough to last through that school day plus a couple of extras.  
Don’t be surprised when your child comes home with his or her name written on the diaper.  Please write your child’s name on your diapers to ensure each child gets the diaper you provide.

Pull– ups for older children

We request that you send your child to class in the type of pull-ups that open on the sides (Huggies sells this type).  With this type of pull-up your child does not have to be fully undresses to change the pull-up.  The teachers will love you for doing this and so will your child.
Rest Mat and Cover
If your child is in the toddler, two-year-old, three-year-old, or four-year-old class, he or she will need a nap mat for naptime. Please purchase a ¾ inch to 1 inch thick, vinyl-covered, foam-filled, folding kindergarten mat.  The mat must have a washable fabric cover.  
King-size pillowcases fit nap mats very well.

Your child may also want to have a small travel size pillow.  Please understand that we do not have the space to stare standard size bed pillows.  

Due to a state licensing requirement, we will send the nap mat home each week so that you may wash the cover, blanket, and pillow.  Please return the cleaned items to school in a fresh plastic bag the next day your child attends school.  
Security Items
Many children need special items that help them feel more secure when they are away from home.  We welcome such items!  We do ask parents to label them clearly and to work with the teacher on ways to possibly minimize their necessity.


Discretion should be used in sending other toys and items with your child.  Personal toys can cause frustration because other children want to play with them and most young children find it difficult to share their possessions with others.

ARE THERE ANY NO-NO’S?
Yes!  Please do not allow your child to bring sharp objects, toy guns, or other toys and objects that are dangerous or suggest violence.  Also...no carbonated beverages or chewing gum, please.  Finally, please do not send latex balloons- they present a choking hazard and can be very dangerous around young children.
PARTIES
Birthday parties are kept very simple but we do like to recognize or celebrate each child's birthday.  Please let us know in advance if you want to bring a special treat to share with the class on this day.  Some of the children in our school may be allergic to certain foods.  In addition, some of the older children cook food as a classroom activity.  We prefer to avoid surprise parties as it can affect classroom routines. 
Please avoid sending cupcakes with thick messy icing or candy.  Decorative napkins or cups are popular favors so other party favors are unnecessary. 
Please do not send balloons since they can be dangerous choking hazards to small children.  Besides birthday parties, a number of holiday-related parties are held throughout the school year.  

Please do not ask the teachers to send party invitations home with children.  We cannot be responsible if invitations are lost or mislaid.
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Potty Training
Teachers are glad to coordinate with parents to help in potty training efforts.  
All children entering the 3 year old program should be actively working on potty training. 
If pull-ups are used, we request that you provide the style that open on the sides. Our three and four year old classrooms are not equipped to change diapers and this takes away from our learning time!  If your child is NOT potty trained please speak with the director so that we can work together on this very important milestone.
MDO Enrollment Information
In February or March, we begin enrolling children who are already in the program for the coming school year. In March, we open enrollment to all children in the community. Enrollments are accepted on a first-come, first-serve basis. A child is not considered enrolled until parents have filled out an enrollment form, paid the $30 enrollment fee, and made a prepayment (if applicable.) 

During enrollment children with siblings in the program who want to enroll on all three days will have first priority and church members will have second priority.

We also accept enrollments any time through the school year, providing space is available.

REGISTRATION and PREPAYMENT FEES

Enrollment Fee: An enrollment fee of $30.00 is due when enrolling for each school year. This fee is non-refundable and non-transferable. 

Prepayment Fee: If you register between February and July for the following school year, we require a non-refundable tuition prepayment that will be credited to your August/September tuition invoice. Prepayment fees are based on the number of days per week your child is enrolled as follows:


1 day 
$25.00  
2 days
$50.00


3 days
$75.00

If you notify us in writing before June 1 that you have changed your mind about enrolling your child in our program, we will happily refund your prepayment fee. 

After June 1, we will be unable to refund or transfer your prepayment fee.

MONTHLY TUITION FEES

Nursery, Creepers, or Toddlers class
 $17.00 per day

Two & Three- year-old classes

 $16.00 per day

Four year- old class                               $17.00 per day

Second child in program

         $1 per day reduction

Third child in program
    
$2 per day reduction
LATE FEE
Tuition is due the first of the month and must be paid within 10 days of receiving your invoice.  If it is not paid, a payment schedule must be arranged with the Director for a child to remain in MDO.
BUILDING and SUPPLY FEE
A supply fee is assessed for each child twice a year this is based on the number of days per week your child is enrolled. The fee will be on your August/September and January invoices as follows:
  1 day--$10.00          2 days--$20.00  

 3 days--$30.00 

If you enroll after the semester has begun, the supply fee may be prorated.

LATE PICK-UP FEE

You are urged to pick up your child promptly. Pick-up time is between 2:00 - 2:15 p.m. If there is an emergency, please call the director. After 2:20 your child may be picked up in the MDO office and you will be assessed a late pick-up charge of $1.00 per minute.  You will be billed for late charges on your next invoice.
After two late pick-up charges the fee will double to $2.00 per minute.

OTHER FEES

Students in our 4-year-old class will be assessed a $10. graduation fee in May. Other fees for children in any of the classes may be assessed as needed, but you will be informed of them in a timely manner.

PAYMENT OF TUITION
Tuition is due the first of each month and is late if not paid by the 10th of the month it is billed.  Please make checks payable to "Lakewood MDO".  If you prefer, you may bring or mail your tuition to school.   Our mailing address is:

                                           Lakewood MDO

                                           1922 Topf Rd

North Little Rock, Arkansas 72116
TUITION

Should you prefer to pay with cash, please place it in a sealed envelope labeled clearly with your child’s name.  We appreciate exact change since we have no cash available in our office.  Give the envelope to someone in the office so that you can be given a receipt.  You may also drop off your payment upstairs in the Lakewood church office on the days that we are not in session.  The church receptionist will be glad to put your payment in our MDO mailbox.
WITHDRAWAL FROM SCHOOL
Three weeks notice is requested when withdrawing a child from school.  Carefully consider which and how many days you wish your child to attend school.  
The MDO office requires  3 weeks written notice when you are dropping days or leaving our program.  If written notice is not given you will be charged a $30 fee to drop days.  

ACCESSIBILITY OF CHILDREN
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It is the policy of Lakewood Mother’s day Out that parents should have access to their children at any time during our hours of operation.

Furthermore, as required by the regulations of the state of Arkansas, children are subject to be interviewed by the Department of Human Services Child Care Licensing Unit, Department of Children and Family Services Special Investigations, and law enforcement for investigative purposes and/or for determining compliance with Licensing Requirements.

BAD WEATHER DAYS POLICY

We follow the decisions made by the North Little Rock School District regarding weather related school closings. 

Lunch and Morning Snack
MORNING SNACK
A small snack is served during the morning.  Among the items served are: graham crackers, dry unsweetened cereal, crackers, pretzels and water.  We encourage good food habits by providing a variety of nutritious foods.  

If your child has special dietary needs, especially if your child has a food allergy, we will work with you to arrange appropriate snacks.  Our staff will be made aware regarding this concern and signs will be posted regarding allergies.

LUNCH - Each child should bring a lunch.  Milk will be served to all children unless they have an allergy, in which case they will be served water.   If you prefer you may speak with the director regarding sending a milk substitution if you child suffers from milk allergies.
Please cut grapes in half, cut hot dogs length-wise, cut up any food that may cause choking hazard.  Please remember that nuts, popcorn, and hard candies are not allowed, as these can be choking hazards.  
Licensing requires that lunch should contain 1/3 of the minimum daily nutritional requirements. 
These requirements are:

· 1 serving of milk (provided by the school)
· 1 serving of protein (meat, fish, peanut butter, cheese or yogurt)

· 1 serving of bread or grain

· 2 servings of fruit and/or vegetable (1 from each or 2 from the same) 

Please do not send foods that need to be heated.  

Please do not send nuts, popcorn or hard candy as they are a choking hazard for young children.  

These choking hazards will not be given to the child.
Rest Time
There will be a rest time every afternoon.  Children are expected to lie quietly on their mats.  If they do not fall asleep after about 20 minutes they may read or play with puzzles.  This will be a quiet time.  We anticipate that this rest time will last approximately 45 minutes; there will be some variation depending on the age of the children.  Please discuss the importance of this quiet time with your child.
ABSENCES
We appreciate being notified when a child is going to be absent due to illness or family vacations.  We are unable to give credit for these absences, however, since our staffing and other expenses continue.  

ILLNESS
- IN SICKNESS AND IN HEALTH
As soon as possible, report any contagious illness your child or other members of your family may have.  In the interest of all the children, each child should be well before coming to school. 

WELL KIDS

Your child must maintain a current status for immunizations/vaccinations as dictated by the Arkansas Department of Health and Arkansas Social Services. We require a shot record when your child is enrolled in the program. Please bring us an updated shot record each time your child receives new immunizations.

Children seeking admission and/or desiring to continue in MDO must be in good health and must be able to participate in group activities.

SICK KIDS

Do not send your child to MDO if any of the following symptoms are present:

Vomiting
Communicable disease

Fever
Sore Throat

Skin Rash
Diarrhea

Children receiving antibiotics should remain home for the first 24 hours after receiving the medicine before returning to MDO.

Please note: Children with any sort of discharge from either the eye or lesions WILL NOT BE ADMITTED TO MDO.

Children recovering from steptococcus (strep throat) infections will require a written release from their physician to return to MDO.

Sick at School
Sick kids will be sent home immediately. We will give written notice in the event of exposure to a contagious disease within the group.

Highly contagious diseases such as pink eye, lice, or impetigo will be evaluated by the Director on an individual basis.

Children will be continuously observed for objective signs of infection such as rashes, sore throats, elevated temperatures, diarrhea, vomiting, lethargic or listless behavior or stiff neck. These symptoms will be reported to parents immediately. These symptoms may indicate serious illness and the parent may be requested to seek medical attention.

    Parents will be asked to remove the child if he has a temperature of 100 degrees, vomiting, diarrhea, or is too ill or unable to participate in group activities.

MEDICINE MATTERS
If at all possible MDO would prefer that medication be given at home. If this is not possible, medication will be given when needed.

If dosing is complicated or unusual, the Director reserves the right to refuse for herself or her staff to administer any medicine she does not feel comfortable with giving.

A Medication Form must be completed by the parent before staff may administer any medicine. No verbal orders via the phone will be accepted.

All medication will be placed in a locked medication box in the Director’s office. 
Arkansas Social Services regulations strictly 
PROHIBITS ANY MEDICATIONS OR CHEMICALS IN the babies DIAPER BAGS OR big children’s BACKPACKS.   

This includes bug spray, sun block, diaper creams, or anything labeled as being dangerous to children 
· Diaper cream may labeled and be given to the teacher and kept in the classroom out of children’s reach.
· Medication should not be transported by the child. It is the responsibility of the parent to bring the medication to the MDO office and to complete the Medication Form. 
·  If the MDO office does give medication to your child, the medication should be taken home daily.

The following are indications that a child should remain at home:   

1.   Symptoms of a cold (Example: runny nose, coughing, or acting listless)

2.  Vomited in the past 24 hours.

3.  Had loose stools in the past 24 hours.

4.  Fever (99 degrees or above) in the past 24 hours.

5.  Body rashes not obviously associated with diapering,   

               heat or allergic reactions to medication.

6. Sore throat if associated with fever or swollen glands in the neck.

7. Other symptoms such as red eyes which must be examined by a physician 

     before a child can return to school.

If your child is on antibiotic or other medication, please plan to give it to him before or after school.  Licensing only allows us to dispense prescription medications in the original container. 
If your child has special needs regarding medication, please talk with the Director. 
We expect all children in school to be well enough to play outdoors.  If your child is too ill to go outside, please keep him home until he is feeling better. Outdoor play is encouraged unless the weather is rainy or bitterly cold.

BUMPS and BRUISES

Accidents happen — it’s a part of growing up. We strive to keep bumps and bruises to a minimum by always being vigilant, but sometimes things happen.

Most bumps and scraped knees and elbows and the like are treated at school with basic first aid. Antibiotic cream, a bandaid, and a hug will get most kids through a crisis.  

However, we do treat bumps to the head seriously. If your child bumps his head hard enough to make him cry, we will inform you as soon as possible. We want you, the parent, to determine whether the child should be taken to the doctor.

In the event of a serious emergency, 911 will be called. It goes without saying that the parent will also be called immediately. A seriously injured child will be transported by ambulance to the hospital listed on your registration form.  

[image: image9.wmf]
IMMUNIZATIONS
Arkansas licensing requirements require that we have an up-to-date copy of each child’s immunization record from their doctor(s) or clinic(s) within 15 days of enrollment.

If you have not already done so, please be certain that we have your child’s latest immunization record.
HEALTHY HABITS

The Staff

All personnel will comply with state requirements and have current TB skin tests.

All personnel will wash their hands after coming into contact with body substances of any child.

Staff will wash hands before and after eating meals.

The Children

All children will wash hands with soap and water after toileting.

Children will wash hands before and after eating meals.

Children will wash hands when requested by the staff.

     Hand-washing facilities are equipped with disinfectant soap. Appropriate hand washing techniques are taught to include running water, soap, and individual paper towels.

For Babies

Bottles used in the nursery must be labeled with the child’s name. Glass bottles are not accepted. The bottles will be washed, but not sterilized, and sent home daily.

Bottles will not be heated in the microwave.

Bottles may be removed from the refrigerator and brought quickly (in warm water) to room temperature.

Bottles will not be returned to the refrigerator after sitting out on the countertop.

Formula left in a bottle after a feeding will be discarded if not used within 30 minutes.

DIAPERING

Children’s diapers will be changed as needed.

Disposable diapers will be used. 

Soiled diapers will be placed in a plastic bag and discarded.

The diaper changing table will be disinfected after each use.

Diapering will be done only on a designated changing table or diaper mat. The designated diapering area will be separate from the food preparation area.

Diapering mats will be free of holes and in good condition.

CLEANING

Cribs will be disinfected daily.

Sheets, bibs, and wash cloths will be laundered after being used once.

Nap mats and covers will be stored in individual plastic bags. 
Nap mats will be sent home each Thursday for cleaning and disinfecting.

All infant toys will be washed daily.

Children’s soiled clothes will be placed in a plastic bag and sent home.  
Licensing guidelines do not allow teachers to rinse out soiled underpants.  
DISCIPLINE & DISCHARGE
It is the policy of Lakewood MDO to avoid behavior problems by creating interesting classroom environments, offering varied activities for the children, and ensuring a low student-teacher ratio.

Discipline at Lakewood MDO is never physical, nor is it connected with food, toilet training or rest time.  Our staff has found positive reinforcement of good behavior to be an effective means of problem resolution, and it is a technique used in the classrooms of MDO.

When a child needs help to resolve a disagreement, the staff gives positive guidance by:

1. Redirecting the child to an acceptable activity.

2. Talking with the child about his/her feelings and involvement in the situation

3. Separating the child from the group for a short time, within the classroom, so s/he may regain control.  If necessary, a teacher will take the child to a room not being used or to the office.  At no time will the child be left unattended.

“Time out” is not used for children younger than two years of age.  The length of time that a child is placed in time out shall not exceed one minute per year of 

the child’s age.

If the teacher sees a pattern of behavior developing, she will discuss her efforts 

of correction with the child’s parent(s) and enlist their help with the situation.

In the event a student’s behavior is such that the teacher can no longer follow the discipline policy with corrective results, the parent(s) of the child will be 

required to meet with the teacher and Director of the school.

At this conference the parent(s), teacher and Director will assess the child’s behavior and determine a plan of action including a time frame for improvement of child’s behavior.  A copy of this plan will be signed by all parties and placed in the child’s file.

At the end of the specified time an additional conference will be scheduled.  The child’s behavior will be reassessed and, if needed, an additional plan of action will be agreed upon with the understanding that improvement must occur for the child to remain in the school.  A signed copy of this plan will also be placed in the child’s file.

If the above efforts do not result in sufficient improvement and the child’s behavior continues to be disruptive, the child will be discharged.

Other grounds for discharge are: 

· Failure to pay fees within the time specified in the school’s policies
· Failure to observe the rules of the school as noted in the parent handbook
· Physical and/or verbal abuse or threatening behavior to staff or children by a parent or child
· The child has special needs which we cannot adequately meet with our current staffing patterns.

PROBLEM RESOLUTION PROCEDURE
One of the primary goals of the Mother’s Day Out Staff and Board is to establish open lines of communication with the parents of each of the students enrolled in the program.

In the event a parent has a concern or complaint the following procedure should be used:

Discuss the concern with the child's teacher.

If the concern is not resolved, have a conference with the MDO Director.

If the concern is still not resolved, have a conference with church officials, as appropriate.

If parents wish to report suspected child maltreatment, the statewide “Hot Line” number is 1-800-482-5964.

If there are issues or concerns that a parent feels must be addressed by Child Care Licensing the number to call in Little Rock is 682-8590.  

A Message From GIGI 

Hi…We can’t believe it’s almost time for school to start!!  The summer has flown by hasn’t it?  We hope you had fun and made a lot of good memories. With the new school year upon us, we have been working very hard to get everything ready for our precious kids that are joining us this year! We really have missed the children and our daily interactions with them.  It is VERY important to us for you parents to know how much we truly care about the kids. Both of us are mothers and we understand and have experienced a lot of the issues that come with parenting.  PLEASE feel free to contact us or just come in and sit on the couch and talk to us about ANYTHING.  To keep the lines of communication open, PLEASE make sure we have all the correct numbers to reach you. We want to always be able to reach you at anytime.  It is of the utmost importance that your child is happy, comfortable, and feels very loved and safe. In fact, we want YOU to feel happy, comfortable and very loved too. We look forward to a fabulous year with lots of fun!!

Love, Gigi 

A Message from Senior Pastor Richard Lancaster

Welcome to the Mother’s Day Out Early Childhood Education Program at Lakewood United Methodist Church!

We are committed to the highest possible standards of excellence in providing children with enriching and safe experiences as they learn and grow under our care.

We also want to take this opportunity to invite you to worship with us if you do not have a church home.  Here at Lakewood, we welcome people in all stages of their spiritual walk.  Whether you are someone who is looking for the meaning and purpose of life, or if you are a seasoned disciple of Jesus Christ, you are welcome to participate in the life of our community of faith.  We are a church with people from all walks of life and all backgrounds.

The mission of Lakewood United Methodist Church is to Expand the Light by Seeking, Serving, and Sharing the Message of Jesus Christ. We acknowledge that God’s love is at work in all people, that we can claim God’s love for ourselves as salvation and that the vital Christian life is a process of constant growth in God’s love 
Our slogan at Lakewood UMC is “A Place to Grow in Christian Love.”  That’s exactly what we would like to offer you.

If I-or any other member of Lakewood UMC can be helpful to you in your spiritual journey, or if you have questions about Lakewood, please be sure to let us know.

In the meantime, I hope that you and your family have a great year in Mother’s Day Out!

Grace and Peace,
Richard Lancaster

Senior Pastor

Lakewood United Methodist Church
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